Learning Hebrew: Sentence Syntax
SENTENCE STRUCTURE
In English, the normal verbal sentence structure would be subject-verb-object (Jacob honored
Isaac). In Hebrew, the normal verbal sentence structure is verb-subject-object.

ַויַחֲֹלם יֹוסֵף חֲלֹום
(And Joseph dreamed a dream – Genesis 37:5)
SYNTAX OF THE VERB
In the normal verbal sentence structure, the verb is at the beginning. However, there are certain
circumstances that change this pattern.
1. The verb may be preceded by an adverb.

 כִהי מָֹלְך ִה מְולֹוְך,ְוו ַע ָ ה ִההנֵה י ָדַ ְוע ִה י
(And now, behold, I know that you shall surely be king – I Samuel 24:20)
2. The verb may be preceded by an expression that provides context, circumstantial information,
or a connection with the preceding verse or clause.

אִהּמֹו- ְוואֶת,ָאבִהיו- אֶת,אִהיׁש- י ַ ֲעזָב,כֵן-עַל
(Therefore, a man shall leave his father and his mother – Genesis 2:24)
3. The verb may be preceded by

 ִההנֵה.

 ֶבח ֶָרב,ְוו ִההנֵה נָפְולּו אֲבֹותֵ ינּו
(And behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword – II Chronicles 29:9)
4. The verb may be preceded by a temporal clause beginning with

 ַויְוהִהיor  ְוו ָהי ָה.

 ֶהבֶל ָאחִהיו ַויַה ְוַרגֵהּו- ַויָקָם ַקי ִהן אֶל,ַויְוהִהי ִהבהְויֹותָ ם ַבשָדֶ ה
(When they were in the field, Cain rose up against Abel his brother and he killed him – Genesis
4:8)

,ָָארץ
ֶ ה-ׁשְומֹות ָה ֲע ַצבִהים מִהן- ַאכ ִהְורית אֶת,ְוו ָהי ָה בַיֹום הַהּוא נְואֺם יהוה ְוצבָאֹות
 עֹוד,וְוֹלא יִהזָכְורּו
(And it came to pass in that day, said the L-rd of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols
out of the land, and they shall no more be remembered – Zechariah 13:2)

5. The verb may be preceded by a negative particle.

ִהירא ָרע
ָ א-ֹלא
(I will not fear evil – Psalm 23:4)
6. The verb may be preceded by an independent personal pronoun (for emphasis).

שיתִה י ְול ִהמצ ְָורי ִהם
 ֲאׁשֶר ָע ִה,ַא ֶ ם ְור ִהאיתֶ ם
(You have seen what I did to Egypt – Exodus 19:4)
7. The verb may be preceded by many other modifiers or grammatical constructions.

בֵית יִהש ְָוראֵל-כִהי ז ֹאת ַהב ִהְורית ֲאׁשֶר ֶאכְור ֹת אֶת
(This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel – Jeremiah 31:32)
SYNTAX OF THE SUBJECT
Perfect, Imperfect, and Imperative verbs have an implied subject which means that you will not
always need and explicit subject to complete a sentence in Hebrew.
1. The subject (if one is specified) will usually immediately follow the verb.

 ָה ִהאשָה- אֶל,וַי ֹאמֶר ַהנָחָׁש
(And the serpent said to the woman – Genesis 3:4)
2. The subject may precede the verb to emphasize the subject.

 ָהאֱֹלהִהים- אֶל,ּומֹׁשֶה ָעלָה
(And Moses went up to G-d – Exodus 19:3)
SYNTAX OF THE OBJECT
There are a number of differing types of objects in Hebrew but the most important ones for this
topic are the indirect (dative) and the direct (accusative) objects.
1. The dative (indirect) object is the person or thing that is indirectly affected by the action of the
verb.

יִהש ְָוראֵל-כָל- אֶל,ַויִהק ְָורא מֹׁשֶה
(And Moses called to all Israel – Deuteronomy 5:1)

2. The accusative (direct) object generally comes immediately after the verb or its subject.

ָָארץ
ֶ  ְוואֵת ה,ש ַמי ִהם
ָ  אֵת ַה, ב ָָרא אֱֹלהִהים,ׁשית
ב ְֵורא ִה
(G-d created the heavens and the earth – Genesis 1:1)
3. The object may precede the verb to emphasize the object.

 יִהׁשְופ ֹט ָהאֱֹלהִהים,ה ָָרׁשָע- ַהצַדִה יק ְוואֶת-אֶת
(The righteous and the wicked G-d will judge – Ecclesiastes 3:17)
CONDITIONAL SENTENCES
A conditional sentence consists of two clauses. The protasis (“if”) clause states the condition and
the apodosis (“then”) clause states the consequence of the condition.

 ֵ ְולכִהי ִהעּמִהי ְוו ָה ָל ְוכ ִה י- אִהם,וַי ֹאמֶר ֵאלֶי ָה ב ָָרק
(Barak said to her, If you will go with me, then I will go – Judges 4:8)
ADVERBS
Adverbs are words that are used to describe, modify, limit, or qualify a verb, adjective, or
another adverb. Generally, adverbs are divided into four categories.
1. Adverbs of time

י ְֵורא אֱֹלהִהים ַא ָ ה- כִהי,כִהי ַע ָ ה י ָדַ ְוע ִה י
(For now I know that you fear G-d – Genesis 22:12)
2. Adverbs of place

פ ֹה ַויֵׁשֵבּו-וַי ֹאמֶר ׁשְובּו
(And he said, “Sit here,” and they sat – Ruth 4:2)
3. Adverbs of degree

 ַו ֵ לֶד בֵן,ַו ַ הַר עֹוד
(And she conceived again and bore a son – Genesis 29:33)
4. Adverbs of manner

 פִהתְו א ֹם,ׁש ַע
ֺ ַוי ָב ֹא ֲאלֵיהֶם י ְוהֹו
(And Joshua came upon them suddenly – Joshua 10:9)

DISJUNCTIVE VAV
The Disjunctive Vav is prefixed to a non-verbal form and is non-sequential. There are four main
uses for the Disjunctive Vav.
1. The Parenthetical use means that the disjunctive clause interrupts the narrative to offer some
explanatory information.

 בֵינ ֹתָ ם, כִהי ׁש ֹ ֵמ ַע יֹוסֵף כִהי ַה ֵּמלִהיץ,ְווהֵם ֹלא י ָדְו עּו
(Now they did not know that Joseph was understanding them because there was an interpreter
between them – Genesis 42:23)
2. The circumstantial use means that the disjunctive clause introduces or identifies circumstantial
information related to the narrative.

, ַוי ָב ֹא ַה ַבי ְותָ ה ַלעֲשֹות ְומלַא ְוכ ֹו; ְוואֵין אִהיׁש מֵַאנְוׁשֵי ַה ַבי ִהת,ַויְוהִהי ְוכהַיֹום ַהזֶה
 ַב ָבי ִהת--ׁשָם
(And one day, he went into the house to do his work and none of the household servants were
there in the house – Genesis 39:11)
3. The contrastive use means that the Disjunctive Vav introduces a contrasting idea.

ׁשעָה
ָ  ֹלא, ִהמנְוחָתֹו- ַקי ִהן ְוואֶל- ִהמנְוחָתֹו ְוואֶל- ֶהבֶל ְוואֶל- אֶל,ַויִהׁשַע יהוה
(The L-rd looked favorably on Abel and his offering but on Cain and his offering he did not look
favorably – Genesis 4:4-5)
4. The introductory use means that the Disjunctive Vav may begin a new narrative or introduce a
new idea or theme to the narrative.

 ֲאׁשֶר ָעשָה יהוה אֱֹלהִהים, מִהכ ֹל ַחי ַת ַהשָדֶ ה, ָהי ָה עָרּום,ְוו ַהנָחָׁש
(Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the creatures that the L-rd G-d had made – Genesis
3:1)
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